In 2020, this very diﬃcult year, we raised

2020 Saga …

As told by Executive Director Valerie Hellermann
AHH 2021 at last! Now that 2020 is over and the planets are
aligned in positive energy I can come out from under my blanket
to tell you Hands On Global’s 2020 story. It was a rough year for
so many of us and a terrible year for the refugees.
There was not much in the news media about their story.
In February Hands On Global team including a dentist and an OR
UNHCR Stage 2 Reception camp….burned
nurse headed for Moria Refugee Camp in Greece. There was talk
of the novel corona virus, mostly it was happening in China. At the last minute I brought a
suitcase of extra masks, isolation gowns and gloves, just in case. We arrived a week after
a fascist uprising on Lesvos Island. NGO’s cars were chased, windshields broken with
bats and the UNHCR Stage 2 reception camp intentionally burned to the ground. We
were there only 3 days when the One Happy Family Community Center outside the Moria
Camp was another intentionally set fire. We and the other NGO’s kept a very low profile.
Many NGO workers left the island.
There were over 22,000 refugees in the Moria camp, many living in the 2 overflow areas,
the Olive Grove and the Jungle. Conditions were beyond dismal. Raw sewage flowing
freely down the narrow paths between makeshift shelters, not enough food delivery
everyday and daily violence as people fought to have their needs met. It was dangerous
Moria Camp home to 22,000+ refugees
and we were thankful to have Scott, our security guy with us. We settled into
providing medical and dental care despite the chaos.
Then we found ourselves in the vortex of the EU covid crisis. The numbers all over
the EU were going up, the mortality rate shocking.The medical ngo’s held meetings
trying to figure out how to handle this in a grossly overcrowded chaotic refugee
camp. There was virtually a suitcase of PPE’s. Hand sanitizer was gold.
The EU was going into lockdown. The camp itself went into lockdown. Refugees
were unable to leave the camp nor had free movement inside. Services and
programs were cancelled causing even more stress to the refugees.
There were urgent calls from family and the Hands On Global board advising us to
return home. Should we stay or should we go? It was an hour by hour discussion.
There were 22,000 refugees there needing medical care. What to do? The US
Embassy in Athens advised us to leave now or be there indefinitely. Flights all over
were being cancelled. Reluctantly we caught one of the last flights out of Athens,
each of us flying a diﬀerent route home, taking whatever flight we could find.
Fascist attack on NGO car

Those brave compassionate dedicated NGO’s that stayed on the ground did
an amazing job. They came together, collaborating on a central triage, shared
supplies and Refuge4refugees built an isolation center in a weeks time. They
divided the camp into segments, moved sanitary facilities to each segment
and food was delivered to each. No central gathering.
Lesvos Island did really well during the first wave of the pandemic. There
were few cases and very few in the camp. Greece began to open up late
June early July as did the camps restrictions. By August the second wave
was hitting and the numbers were going up exponentially. The camp went
back into lockdown early September. Because there were so few cases in the
camp the refugees began to think the covid crisis was a hoax and a means to
keep them imprisoned inside the camp. Of 22,000 refugees there were only
39 active cases in the camp and they were in isolation.
Tensions were rising and a fire broke out the night of Sept 8th. High winds
drove the flames quickly throughout the camp and the entire camp burned. It
was devastating. Now there were 22,000 people stranded on the road, in the
jungle with no shelter, no food no water and having lost all their possessions,
again. The military arrived and kept all the refugees barricaded in the
roadway for almost 3 weeks. There was no food and water for days.
My colleagues on the ground told us of how everyone scrambled to provide
basics like sleeping bags , blankets, medical care for the injured, medicines
for the chronically ill, food, water, hygiene items. The medical NGOS also had
lost everything in the fire, medical equipment, medicines, bandages. It was
another humanitarian disaster. It took almost a month for a “new camp” to be
set up.
This new camp called “Kara Tepe 2” was set up on an abandoned firing
range of the Greek Army. It is a rocky piece of land next to the Aegean. The
UNHCR brought thousands of large white summer tents that were set up on
gravel ground with no floor. The wind and rain goes right through these
tents. The camp immediately flooded the first rain storm.The refugees were
reluctant to move into this new camp. They were not given a choice and were
forced in by the military. What they want is ASYLUM, not another camp.
Some member states of the EU did step up and the unaccompanied minors
were all immediately removed from the island. Many are still in Greece
waiting to start a new life in the EU. Some medically vulnerable refugees were
also granted asylum in the EU. Most refugees remain.

Nov 2020 Team

Administration
$9,135.00
Refugees, Direct Crisis Response
$51,112.00
Moria Camp Medical Service
$$11243.00
Kara Tepe Camp Medical Service
$24,764.00

Thank you
Please continue
to follow our work …
join us in our work …
and DONATE to our work
handsonglobal.org
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406 439-3580

